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Difficult Decisions:  

 
Challenges in Bioethics 

 
        With startling rapidity, technological advances 
 
   in medicine are offering us possibilities of  which  

 
 we had only dreamed.  Much controversy exists, 
 
however, about whether the benefits of  these 
 
advances are great enough to outweigh the possible 
 
ethical and moral drawbacks (Owen, 2003).    
 
For example, in stem cell research, “the debate 
 
continues to rage over  whether destroying human  
 
embryos can be justified to save human  
 
lives” (Potter, 2005, p. 5).  
 
        Other issues arise surrounding technological  
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